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Common problems

* Is your pasture understocked?
* Are you over-grazing unintentionally?

* Do you not know how to manage the seasonality of Wyoming?

Questions to ask:

» How much do my animals need to remain healthy?
» How much forage does my land provide while also remaining healthy?

« Are there grazing strategies that will allow me to utilize the forage while keeping
plants and animals healthy?
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How much do my animals need to remain healthy?

* One mature 1,200Ib pleasure horse will eat approximately 32
pounds of grass or hay per day (1.25 AU).

* A 1,000lb cow not lactating will require approximately 25
pounds of grass or hay per day (1.00 AU).

* A mature ewe or doe goat will eat 4 to 5 pounds of grass or hay

per day (0.2 AU).
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*AU = animal units, 1 AU = ~25Ibs of feed/day
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Putting that into context

* 32lbs of grass/hay = 1.8 feedings from 60lb square bales or 37 2

feedings from 12001b round bale

* Stocking rate = animals per acre per season/year

* Stocking density = animals per acre at a point in time
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How much do my animals need to remain healthy?

Remember: forage may lose nutritional value during winter/early fall months.

Table 2. Animal Unit Equivalents based on animal weights and pounds of for-

age consumed on average each day.
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How much forage does my land provide?

Now that we know how much our
animals need (approximately) we
can measure the productivity of our
pasture(s)!

You will need: your pasture size in
acres, your pasture production in
pounds per acre, and your animal(s)
requirements.
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Example
Assumptions
30 acres "High Plains Southeast” native
range
10-14 inch precipitation zone
Sandy soll range site
Neadie and thread/Rhizomatous Wheatgrass
Plant Community
Predicted plant production:
Favorable precip year = 1,500 Ibs/facre
Average precip year = 1,200 lbs/acre
Poar precip year = 700 lbs/acre
1,2001b horsa will sat araund 32 Ibs of dry
matter/day
In an average year, this pasture will produce
36,000 Ibs of forage. (1,200 bs/acre x 30 acres)
Haif of this must be laft in place to keep the
plants haalthy, and 15 parcant will be Jost 1o
ottrer grazers fdear, antelope, rbbits, mice,
&1c). So anly 35 percent of this is availabla to
domestic animals.

This pasture has 12,600 Ibs of available forage
(36,000 1bs x 36 and can support one 1,200 1b
harse for 384 days (12,600 Ibs /32 lbs/day) or
three 1,200 Ib horses for 131 days (12,600 lbs |
108ibs/day).
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How much forage does my land provide?

https:/ /uwvoextension.org/ranchtools/stocking-tool/Wyoming Ranch Tools
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Are there grazing strategies?

« Prevent overgrazing

+ Leave 2-6 inches of grazing stubble

+ Allow plants to recover
+ Graze at the right time
+ Rotate your grazing pastures

* Buy hay/complete feed when needed
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Different Grazing Systems

« Continuous Grazing: one-pasture system that allows livestock to
continually graze one large section of land.
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Different Grazing Systems

« Rotational Grazmg: uses more than one pasture and rotates cattle
from one pasture to the next at varying intervals.

Different Grazing Systems

« Intensive Rotational Grazing: rotation between pastures
frequently allowing for pasture regrowth.




What do my animals need?

» Cattle = grass

* Horses = grass

* Sheep = grass and
forbs

* Goats = browse
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Uncontrollable Factors

« Other consumers
e Trash
o Weather
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Takeaways/Things to keep in mind

* Grasses have sugar in it.
* Rotate your pastures/let your field grow.
* If you have questions, ask.
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BARNYARDS ~ &5
Resources: s
- : Find Inspiration at
Barnyards & s o
Backyards on UWE's R
site
barnyardsbackyards@uwyo.edu
e
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Thank you for
your time!

Makayla Getz
Agticulture and Natural Resources (ANR) Educator
(307) 527-8560 | mgetz@uwyo.edu
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