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As a landowner within the project
area, you can access funding and
technical assistance to implement

a wide range of conservation
practices tailored to your specific

needs. These practices include,
but are not limited to:

As USDA’s premiere water quality
initiative, National Water Quality

Initiative (NWQI) provides a way to
accelerate voluntary, on-farm
conservation investments and

focused water quality monitoring
resources where they can deliver the

greatest benefits for clean water.

Conservation Cover
Conservation Crop Rotation
Cover Crop
Critical Area Planting
Riparian Herbaceous Cover
Riparian Forest Buffer
Nutrient Management
Water and Sediment Control
Basin
Stream Habitat
Improvement and
Management
Irrigation Reservoir
Irrigation Water
Management
Prescribed Grazing
Streambank Protection
Tree/Shrub Establishment
Residue and Tillage
Management (Reduced Till
and No Till/Strip Till/Direct
Seed)

Contact Us

Why Participate?
By taking part in the Lower Sage

Creek NWQI Project, you can
cost-share on projects that

enhance the quality of water
resources and ecosystems on
your land and beyond. These
conservation practices offer

benefits such as improved soil
health, optimized use of
agricultural inputs, and
enhanced resilience to

environmental challenges. For
example, improving habitat
along streams can reduce
erosion. Reducing erosion

keeps excess sediment from
washing into the Shoshone,

which protects our blue-ribbon
trout fisheries.
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Project Area

Scan here to learn
more about the
National Water

Quality Initiative

Why Lower
Sage Creek?
In Spring 2023, the Cody

Conservation District, Wyoming
Association of Conservation

Districts, and the NRCS completed
an assessment for the Lower Sage
Creek Watershed. This assessment
identifies contributors of sediment

and addresses “critical source
areas” in the watershed that have
the greatest potential for reducing

sediment contributions for the
Shoshone River. The primary water
quality resource concern identified

for the Lower Sage Creek area is
water quality degradation due to

excessive erosion and
sedimentation. Sedimentation within

the river is problematic for our
aquatic species, habitat, irrigation

infrastructure and recreation
opportunities. 

The Shoshone River is classified by 
the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department as a blue-ribbon
trout fishery, as it historically

supported a biomass of more than
600 pounds of trout per mile.  The

fishery is important due to the heavy
use of the river by anglers.

Keeping the river healthy ensures
that our community can utilize the

river for various activities far
into the future. 


