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Wildfires In Your Neighborhood

Outline

■ Module #1 - Understand the Problem 

■ Module #2 - Identify the Zones 

■ Module #3 - Evaluate the Home

■ Module #4 – Available Resources            

Bradley J. Boner

The Problem…

“ Wildland fire kills our firefighters and 
citizens, threatens our communities, 
destroys our natural resources, and 

costs too much.”

International Association of Fire Chiefs

Cody Dispatch Zone, 5 Year Wildland Fire 
Causes

What is the Wildland-
Urban Interface?

The line, area, or zone 
where structures and 

other human 
development meet or 

intermingle with 
undeveloped wildland or 

vegetative fuels.

National Wildfire 
Coordinating Group

What Communities are
at Risk?

The wildland/urban fire risk exists NOT because of 

geographical location but as a set of conditions that can 

exist in many communities
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The Fire Triangle

What component of the triangle can homeowners have the greatest impact? 

We need to think of homes as fuel and this as a home ignitability problem.

Exposures

Embers are a major factor in home ignition. When 
considering vulnerability we need to evaluate and 

address three potential exposures.

Fire Occurrences in NW Wyoming, 2014-2024
Firefighting Resources 

are Limited

■ Wildfires have grown in size 
in the last decade 

■ In 2020 over 58,250 wildfires 
burned 10.3 million acres 
nationwide, setting the 
record in terms of acreage 
burned.

■ There are not enough 
firefighting resources to 
protect every home during 
severe wildfires 

■ Mitigation on and around our 
homes can make a significant 
difference.

Course Outline

■ Module #1 - Understand the Problem 

■ Module #2 - Identify the Zones 
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■ Module #4 – Available Resources            

Bradley J. Boner

Home Ignition Zones
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Immediate Zone                    
(Non-Combustible Zone)

0-5 ft. around the perimeter 

Building Construction

■ Non Flammable 
exteriors – roof and 
sides

■ Dual pane windows
■ Ember resistant attic 

vents
■ Eaves
■ Noncombustible decks 

and attachments

Ember Vulnerability

5 ft.–30 ft. around the perimeter 
(or to the property line) 

Intermediate Zone

BEFORE AFTER

Landscape Ideas Extended Zone 

30 ft. - 100 ft. (and beyond) 
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■ Street Signs
■ House Addresses
■ Road Widths
■ Road Grade
■ Road Surface
■ Turn Around
■ Turn Outs
■ Dead Ends
■ One Way Roads

Emergency Access Course Outline

■ Module #1 - Understand the Problem 

■ Module #2 - Identify the Zones 

■ Module #3 - Evaluate the Home

■ Module #4 – Available Resources

■ Overview of surroundings,  
structure construction, roof 
condition, top to bottom 
and extend out from the 
foundation

■ Defensible space 
vegetation plan

■ Identify hazard reduction 
options: key vulnerabilities 
with mitigation strategies

Module #3 -
Evaluate the Home Overview of Surroundings

■ Topography influences wildfire risk
■ Direction the structure faces/setbacks
■ Dense timber
■ Adjacent 
structures

Wood ShakeStone coated steel roofing

Tile roofing can be 
ceramic, clay, concrete

Roof Type and Condition Roof Edges

■ Gutter debris/Corners
■ Plug openings
■ Remove roof debris

Drip Edge
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Siding

■ 0-5 foot of defensible 
space

■ Examine siding for 
locations where 
embers could 
accumulate or 
lodge.missing or has 
failed

Windows

Foundations and 
Exterior Walls

■ Remove combustible 
materials

■ Use closure devices on 
vents

■ Screen wall openings

Gable Vent

Decks and Fences

Detached Structures

■ Create defensible space 
■ Consider a noncombustible material for a 

trellis
■ Carefully maintain vegetation
■ Play sets should be relocated at least 30 

ft. from your home 

Course Outline
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■ Module #3 - Evaluate the Home

■ Module #4 – Available Resources
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www.firewise.org

Water Sources

■ Hydrants

■ Dry Hydrant

■ Cistern/Wells

■ Back-up 
power, 
hardened 
facilities, 
ponds, etc.

Presentor credits and contact info

Matt Emerson - Assistant District Forester, Wyoming State Forestry Division

2500 Academy Court, Riverton, WY 82501

307-631-2352

matt.emerson@wyo.gov

Sam Wilde - Fire Marshal / Deputy County Fire Warden 

Park County Fire District #2

1125 11th St.  Cody, WY 82414

307-527-8550

sam.wilde@parkcounty-wy.gov

Joel Thomas - Wildfire Prevention Specialist-Bighorn/Shoshone NF, USFS

95 HWY 16/20

Greybull WY 82426

307-548-5328

joel.thomas@usda.gov
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